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A.D. tector of the holy cities Mecca and Medina, recovered Jerusa-
1187' lem, and shines in European annals as the worthy rival of the
lion-hearted Richard. Oriental authors describe him as a
saint, who exhibited throughout his bright career the spirit of
a genuine, self-denying, pious Moslem, a pattern both in faith
and practice. He abstained from wine and royal luxuries, and
lived a dervish on his throne and in his camp. He lamented
that the necessary defence of religion did not allow his per-
forming the pilgrimage, but he was regular in prayer and
fasting, and study of the Koran. He was a bigot, and con-
demned to death a theologian whose tenets he deemed hereti-
cal ; but he was a self-denying and just ruler, and his life, as
recorded by a friend,* favourably contrasts with that of his
rival, whose brutality had not been softened by the poetry
which he cultivated, nor by the purer faith which he professed
without understanding its spirit.

Within half a century of the death of this admired Moslem
prince, the civilization both of Islamiyah and of Christendom was
endangered by an invasion of the Moghuls, who far surpassed,
in the extent and the rapidity of their temporary conquests,
the triumph of the early Khalifs; for not only the Roman
empire, but China, and, ultimately, Hindostan, became the
prey of these shepherd soldiers, under their Khan, Zingis, and
his successors. Their immense hordes overran the kingdoms
of Astrakhan and Cazan, and reduced to ashes both Moskow
and Kiow. From the permanent conquest of Russia they
made an inroad into the heart of Poland, destroying Cracow;
and at Leignitz they defeated the grand dukes of Silesia and
A.D. the master of the Teutonic knights, three only of the Hunga-
1^35 rian fortresses withstanding this Tartar invasion. The storm
1245. which threatened Europe broke upon Bagdad and extinguished,
the Khalifat, and with it the Mohammedan centre of unity,
and the pontifical character of its sovereign. This fatal blow
was reserved for Holagu, the grandson of Zingis, and the
brother and the lieutenant of the two succeeding emperors.

* Bohaldin, whose work was published with a Latin Translation by
Schultens.   Ludg-. Bat. 1755.